THEME IN SEARCH OF VARIATIONS

PERCUSSION TRIO
MARK APPLEBAUM, 2004



THEME IN SEARCH OF VARIATIONS
for percussion trio
Mark Applebaum, 2004

Duration: approximately 3 minutes.

Although it is an autonomous piece that may be performed on its own, Theme in Search
of Variations invites musical responses in the form of other pieces— variations that might
be performed in succession on a given concert. It was originally composed as a
provocation to my students of the graduate composition seminar at Stanford University,
composers who then wrote individual percussion pieces—variations—of their own. The
subsequent pieces were later performed together in concert under the title Themes and
Variations and Bridges, along with this theme as well as a kind of “coda” movement that
bridged together extracted bits from each composer’s contribution.
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INSTRUMENTATION

Player 1

Metal Windchimes

Low Triangle

Medium Suspended Cymbal
Medium Tam

Shaker

Guiro

Log Drum (with high and low pitches)
Bongos

Conga

Tubular Bells

Vibraphone

Player 2

Bamboo Windchimes
Medium Triangle

High Suspended Cymbal
Large Tam

Shaker

Sandpaper Blocks
Woodblocks (high and low)
Two Concert Toms

Bass Drum

Crotales (upper octave)
Glockenspiel

Player 3

Glass Windchimes

High Triangle

Low Suspended Cymbal
Small Tam

Shaker

High Cowbell

Temple Blocks (high and low)
Three Roto Toms
Celesta

Marimba (four octave)

Player 1 Mallets
Medium Yarn

Hard Rubber

Tubular Bells Hammers
Triangle Beater

Player 2 Mallets
Brass
Wood Sticks

Superball Mallet (for friction on bass drum)

Triangle Beater

Player 3 Mallets
Medium Yarn
Soft Yarn

Hard Rubber
Triangle Beater

In the case of instruments that are repeated among the ensemble (triangles, suspended
cymbals, tams, shakers) care should be taken to choose contrasting but compatible sounds
and, when noted, that their pitches be arranged accordingly (e.g. player one has the
lowest triangle, player two has the middle triangle, player three has the highest triangle).



LEGEND
l Dead Stroke.
figures may be shorter than they appear graphically on the page; it is the

graphic or metric position of the starting note that identifies the time at
which the figure should begin.

-]—} Grace note figure to be played as fast as possible. The sound of the

J(o) Trills are made to the notes given in parentheses.
RMAA The trill speed changes.
g‘ Rapid, unmeasured tremolo.

Jyl‘r',! Scratch: drag beater across instrument surface or edge.
n Niente.

J‘__- Ly Let vibrate.

‘Q)‘ Immediately dampen.

VOCALIZED SOUNDS

The adopted notational convention of the following sounds is the international phonetic
alphabet which is widely referenced, including appendix 11 of Alfred Blatter's
Instrumentation and Orchestration, second edition. Vocalized sounds may be made at
any comfortable pitch,

& Vocalized sound: “s” as in the English word “silence”.
w' Vocalized sound: “sh” as in the English word “hush”.
ACCIDENTALS

Accidentals apply only to the note to which they immediately adhere. However, several
“courtesy” natural signs additionally appear.
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